University of North Texas at Dallas
Spring 2021
SYLLABUS
BIOL1740: Biology for Science Majors II Lab: 1 Hr
Department of Life and Health Sciences

School of Liberal Arts and Sciences

Instructor Name:

Dr. Reza Alaeddini

Office Location:

Remote

Office Phone:

469-396-3013

Email Address:

reza.alaeddini@untdallas.edu

Office Hours:

Communication by email.

Classroom Location:

Founders Hall (DAL2) Room 256

Class Meeting Days & Times:

All the teaching material and requirements will be posted in Canvas.

Course Catalog Description:

BIOL 1740 is the laboratory section of the second half of a college two-semester
1st year Biology sequence designed for science majors, students who require a
biology class, which will meet the requirements for Biology majors (e.g.
premedical or other pre-professional students who may be completing a nonbiology major). The intent of this course sequence is to provide the student with
a broad background in biology that can serve as a prerequisite for higher-level
courses if desired.

Prerequisites:

None

Co-requisites:

Credit for or concurrent enrollment in BIOL 1720.

Required Text:

Laboratory Manual: BIOLOGY FOR SCIENCE MAJORS LABORATORY MANUAL (CUSTOMMADE). Author: Varga. ISBN: 9781307492224.Copyright Year: 2019. Publisher: McGraw-Hill.
AND
Laboratory Simulations: Hayden McNeil Lab Simulations For Biology. ISBN: 9781533919380.
Access to Learning
UNT Dallas Library:
Resources:
phone: (972) 780-3625;
web: http://www.unt.edu/unt-dallas/library.htm
UNT Dallas Bookstore:
phone: (972) 780-3652;
e-mail: 1012mgr@fheg.follett.com
Course Goals or Overview:

The goal of this course is to provide the student with a broad understanding of
biology.

Learning Objectives/Outcomes: At the end of this course, students will be able to:
1

Explore the natural sciences

2

Be able to locate, evaluate, and organize information including the use of information technologies

3

Be able to think critically and creatively, and learn to apply different systems of analysis

4

Develop problem solving skills that incorporate multiple viewpoints and differing contexts in their analysis

5

Cultivate intellectual curiosity and self-responsibility, building a foundation for life-long learning

6

Engage with a variety of others in thoughtful and well-crafted communication

7

Broaden and refine their thinking as a part of the give and take of ideas, seeking to better understand
other’s perspectives as well as their own

1

Course Outline
These schedules are subject to change by the instructor. Any changes to these schedules will be communicated by
the instructor in class or by Canvas announcement.

Laboratory Schedule
WEEK OF

TOPIC

POINTS

Jan 18

NO LABS

Jan 25

Introduction to the Course / Lab Safety /
Exercise 11(18)- Evolution from lab book

20

Feb 1

Chap 5. Basic Microscopy from Hayden McNeil Lab Simulations

20

Feb 8

Chap 24. Protists from Hayden McNeil Lab Simulations

20

Feb 15

Chap 17. Fungi from Hayden McNeil Lab Simulations

20

Feb 22

Exercises 20/21 (36/37) – Porifera and Cnidaria/ Platyhelminthes and
Nematoda from lab book

20

Mar 1

REVIEW for Practical 1

-

March 8

Laboratory Practical 1

100

March 15

Exercise 22 (38) - Mollusca and Annelida from lab book

20

March 22

Chap 12. Earthworm from Hayden McNeil Lab Simulations

20

March 29

Exercise 23 (39) – Arthropoda from lab book

20

April 5

Exercise 24 (40) - Echinodermata and Chordata from lab book

20

April 12

Chap 19. Mammalian Tissues from Hayden McNeil Lab Simulations

20

April 19

Laboratory Practical 2

100

April 26

NO LABS - Week of Reading Day

-

May 3

NO LABS - Week of Final Exams

-

-

Total: 400

Course Evaluation Methods
This course will utilize the following instruments to determine student grades and proficiency of the learning
outcomes for the course.
Pre-Lab Quizzes (100 points) – Before starting each laboratory exercise you will be given a short quiz (~10 min)
to assess how well prepared you are for that day’s lab by reading the background information and procedures
covered in the manual. Each quiz will be worth 10 points.
Lab Exercise Completion (100 points) – Once you complete each lab exercise, at the end of the lab session, the
instructor will sign off your lab manual. Each lab exercise completion will be worth 10 points.
Laboratory Practical Exams (200 points) – Two exams will be given and they will consist of a combination of
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short answer and fill in the blank questions that require identification and mastery of lab topics, materials and
equipment, as presented in the lab manual and discussed during the lab sessions.

Grading Matrix
Instrument

Value

Total points

Pre-Lab Quizzes 10 @ 10pts each

25 %

100

Lab Exercise 10 @ 10 pts each

25 %

100

Laboratory Practical 1

25 %

100

Laboratory Practical 2

25 %

100

100 %

400

Total

Grade Determination
A = 90% or better
B = 80 – 89 %
C = 70 – 79 %
D = 60 – 69 %
F = less than 60%

University Policies and Procedures
Students with Disabilities (ADA Compliance):
Chapter 7(7.004) Disability Accommodations for Students
The University of North Texas at Dallas makes reasonable academic accommodation for students with disabilities.
Students seeking accommodations must first register with the Disability Services Office (DSO) to verify their
eligibility. If a disability is verified, the DSO will provide you with an accommodation letter to be delivered to faculty
to begin a private discussion regarding your specific needs in a course. You may request accommodations at any
time, however, DSO notices of accommodation should be provided as early as possible in the semester to avoid
any delay in implementation. Note that students must obtain a new letter of accommodation for every semester and
must meet/communicate with each faculty member prior to implementation in each class. Students are strongly
encouraged to deliver letters of accommodation during faculty office hours or by appointment. Faculty members
have the authority to ask students to discuss such letters during their designated office hours to protect the privacy
of the student. For additional information see the Disability Services Office website at
http://www.untdallas.edu/disability. You may also contact them by phone at 972-338-1777; by email at
UNTDdisability@untdallas.edu or at Building 2, room 204.
Student Evaluation of Teaching Effectiveness Policy:
Student’s evaluations of teaching effectiveness is a requirement for all organized classes at UNT Dallas. This short
survey will be made available to you at the end of the semester, providing you a chance to comment on how this
class is taught. I am very interested in the feedback I get from students, as I work to continually improve my
teaching. I consider students’ evaluations to be an important part of your participation in this class.
Assignment Policy:
Assignments are intended to reinforce material covered in lecture. Collaborative efforts on completing the
assignments are encouraged so long as all member of the collaboration contribute equally. As with all other graded
assessments, cheating will not be tolerated. While collaborations are encouraged, each student must submit their
own work, which cannot be identical to the work submitted by the other members of the collaboration. Assignments
should be turned in on time. Late assignments will NOT be accepted, unless proper documentation is
provided.
Exam Policy:
Exams should be taken as scheduled. No makeup examinations will be allowed except for documented
emergencies (See Student Handbook). Students are allowed to take make-up for only one missed exam, with
proper documentation. The instructor must be contacted within 24 hours of the exam to schedule a make-up. A
makeup exam must be taken within one week of the original exam. If students know in advance that they will miss
an exam, they must take the exam prior to the exam date. There is no make-up for the second or subsequent
missed exams. Students should take the exam on time, before the deadline date and time. Any student caught
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cheating will automatically receive a 0 on the exam, and the instructor may pursue further disciplinary action.
Academic Integrity:
Academic integrity is a hallmark of higher education. You are expected to abide by the University’s code of
Academic Integrity policy. Any person suspected of academic dishonesty (i.e., cheating or plagiarism) will be
handled in accordance with the University’s policies and procedures. Refer to the Student Code of Academic
Integrity at
http://www.untdallas.edu/sites/default/files/page_level2/pdf/policy/7.002%20Code%20of%20Academic_Integrity.pdf
for complete provisions of this code.
Academic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, cheating, plagiarizing, fabrication of information or citations,
facilitating acts of dishonesty by others, having unauthorized possession of examinations, submitting work of
another person or work previously used without informing the instructor, or tampering with the academic work of
other students.
Disruptive Behavior in an Instructional Setting
Students are expected to engage with the instructor and other students in this class in a respectful and civil manner at all
times to promote a classroom environment that is conducive to teaching and learning. Students who engage in disruptive
behavior will be directed to leave the classroom. A student who is directed to leave class due to disruptive behavior is not
permitted to return to class until the student meets with a representative from the Dean of Students Office. It is the student’s
responsibility to meet with the Dean of Students before class meets again and to provide the instructor confirmation of the
meeting. A student who is directed to leave class will be assigned an unexcused absence for that class period and any
other classes the student misses as a result of not meeting with the Dean of Students. The student is responsible for
material missed during all absences and the instructor is not responsible for providing missed material. In addition, the
student will be assigned a failing grade for assignments, quizzes or examinations missed and will not be allowed to make
up the work.
The Code of Student’s Rights, Responsibilities, and Conduct (UNTD Policy 7.001 found at
https://www.untdallas.edu/hr/upol) describes disruption as the obstructing or interfering with university functions or
activity, including any behavior that interferes with students, faculty, or staff access to an appropriate educational
environment. Examples of disruptive behavior that may result in a student being directed to leave the classroom include but
are not limited to: failure to comply with reasonable directive of University officials, action or combination of actions that
unreasonably interfere with, hinder, obstruct, or prevents the right of others to freely participate, threatening, assaulting, or
causing harm to oneself or to another, uttering any words or performing any acts that cause physical injury, or threaten any
individual, or interfere with any individual’s rightful actions, and harassment. You are encouraged to read the Code of
Student’s Rights, Responsibilities, and Conduct for more information related to behaviors that could be considered
disruptive.
Attendance and Participation Policy:
The University attendance policy is in effect for this course. Class attendance and participation is expected because
the class is designed as a shared learning experience and because essential information not in the textbook will be
discussed in class. The dynamic and intensive nature of this course makes it impossible for students to make-up or to
receive credit for missed classes. Attendance and participation in all class meetings is essential to the integration of
course material and your ability to demonstrate proficiency. Students are responsible to notify the instructor if
they are missing class and for what reason. Students are also responsible to make up any work covered in class. It
is recommended that each student coordinate with a student colleague to obtain a copy of the class notes, if they
are absent. If students miss more than one class for other than a documented emergency (e.g. hospitalization,
death in the family), they may receive a 5-25% reduction in their overall grade, depending on the session missed.
Bad Weather Policy:
On those days that present severe weather and driving conditions, a decision may be made to close the campus.
In case of inclement weather, call UNT Dallas Campus main voicemail number (972) 780-3600 or search postings
on the campus website www.unt.edu/dallas. Students are encouraged to update their Eagle Alert contact
information, so they will receive this information automatically.
Diversity/Tolerance Policy:
Students are encouraged to contribute their perspectives and insights to class discussions in the online
environment. However, offensive & inappropriate language (swearing) and remarks offensive to others of particular
nationalities, ethnic groups, sexual preferences, religious groups, genders, or other ascribed statuses will not be
tolerated. Disruptions which violate the Code of Student Conduct will be referred to the Dean of Students as the
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instructor deems appropriate.
Use of Electronic Gadgets in the Lab:
Phones are NOT allowed in the laboratories. Depending on your instructor’s discretion, you might be allowed to
take notes or record the class using laptops/iPads/other electronic devices. However, the instructor reserves the
right to ask you to discontinue use of an electronic device if it becomes disruptive to others in the classroom or lab.
Food/Drink Policy:
NO food or drinks are allowed in the laboratories.

UNT Dallas Learning Commons
Writing Center
The UNT Dallas Writing Center offers free, one-on-one or group tutoring services to all registered undergraduate and
graduate students. Our goal is to help students write a good paper, and most importantly, become better writers. We
work with students on any type of written or oral project and can help students at any stage of the writing process
(from brainstorming and outlining to citing and looking over a final draft).
The Writing Center is located on the 2nd Floor of the NEW Student Center (big glass structure in front of the stairs).
To make an appointment, browse the Writing Center’s online resources, or see a list of our student FAQ’s, please
https://learn.untdallas.edu/writing-center. If students cannot come in for a face-to-face appointment, students can
take advantage of our free online tutoring service through SMARTHINKING. To get more information about this
service, visit https://learn.untdallas.edu/smarthinking.
To make the best use of your time, please bring as much information as possible with you to your appointment
(assignment, grading rubric, previous graded papers from the class, etc.). The Writing Center will not proofread
papers or talk with you about grades, but we will help you become better writers over time.
Math Lab
The UNT Dallas Math Lab offers free, one-on-one or group tutoring services to all registered undergraduate
students. Our goal is to help students improve their math skills, succeed in all of courses requiring math, and learn
math-related skills they will need post-graduation. We work with students enrolled in all Math, statistics, accounting,
finance, and Science courses.
The Math Lab is located on the 2nd Floor of the NEW Student Center. The Math Lab operates on a walk-in basis, so
students can walk-in at any time. To browse the Writing Center’s online resources, view our hours of operation, or
see a list of our student FAQ’s, please https://learn.untdallas.edu/ math-lab. If students cannot come in for face-toface tutoring, students can take advantage of our free online tutoring service through SMARTHINKING. To get more
information about this service, visit https://learn.untdallas.edu/smarthinking.
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